15 No-Materials ESL Vocabulary Games
(Printable)

Fifteen vocabulary games that need nothing but the words already in the room — no cards to prepare,
no printouts, no cutting anything out the night before. Each one lists a CEFR range and a realistic
time.

1. Hot Seat Vocabulary

B1-C1 - 5-6 min. One student sits facing away from the board. The teacher writes a target word; the class describes it without saying

2. Word Association Chain
A2-B2 - 3—-4 min. Say a word from the target list; the next student says a word genuinely connected to it (not just any word), and so or

3. Category Countdown

A2-B1 - 3—-4 min. Call a category tied to the current unit ("words about the kitchen,

phrasal verbs we learned this week") and go roun

4. Synonym/Antonym Ping-Pong

B1-C1 - 4-5 min. Say a target word; the student across from you instantly gives a synonym or antonym (your call which), then says a

5. Definition Race

A2-B1 - 3—-4 min. Read a definition aloud without showing the word. Two teams race to shout the correct word first — a fast, purely rec

6. Odd One Out

B1-B2 - 4-5 min. Say four words from the target list, three related and one that doesn't belong. Students identify the odd one and — tt

7. Mime the Word
A1-B1 - 4-5 min. One student mimes a target word (an action verb, an object, an emotion) with no speaking; the class calls out guess

8. Vocabulary Bluff

B1-C1 - 5-6 min. Give one real definition and two invented but plausible-sounding fake ones for a target word. The class votes on whi

9. Guess My Word
B1-B2 - 4-5 min. Think of a word from the target list. Students ask yes/no questions to narrow it down — a vocabulary-specific spin or

10. Backwards Definition

B2-C1 - 4-5 min. A student explains a target word using only what it is NOT — opposites, contrasts, things it's often confused with —

11. Word Ladder
B1-B2 - 4-5 min. Starting from a target word, change one letter at a time to form a new real word, one student per turn — as much a ¢

12. Rhyme and Relate

A2-B1 - 3—-4 min. Say a target word; the next student gives a word that rhymes with it AND explain any real or invented connection be

13. Sentence Relay
B1-C1 - 5-6 min. Build one sentence as a class, one word at a time, with a rule that it must include at least two target words by the tin

14. Buzzer Categories

A1-A2 - 3 min. Call a broad category (colours, animals, food); students take turns naming an item in it as fast as possible — anyone w
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15. Word Detective
B2-C1 - 5-7 min. The teacher thinks of a target word and gives one clue per round (a synonym, then a context sentence with the worc
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